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of the land, corruption was rampant amongst offi-
cials, and* the Government held a monopoly in the-
sale of gram. During the time of Gulab Singh's
successor, Rambir Singh, considerable improvement
was made in the administration, which was further
developed during the time of the late Sir Pertap-
Singh, and Sir Walter Lawrence, as Settlement Com-
missioner, rendered the most signal service to the-
Kashmins. The revenue demands of the State were
fixed in cash, and its share was also greatly reduced.
Sir Francis Younghusband in a significant conclusion,
to the historical chapter in his book says:
"The history of the people has shown that there is
latent in them much ability and taste, but that they have-
always prospered most when most subjected to the
influences of the great world outside Kashmir. Those-
influences are now strong upon the country, and the
future prosperity of the people will very largely depend
upon how they meet and profit by them Needless to-
add, a weighty responsibility lies also upon the British
Government that it should guide their destinies aright."
Sir Walter Lawrence in his book The India We Served
gives a graphic account of the State of Kashmir whea
he went as Settlement Commissioner in the follow-
ing words:
"My object was to encourage the peasants to culti-
vate their fine land, and to restore the land revenues of
Kashmir. The object of the pandits was simply to take
the best of the land and to force the Moslem cultivators
to work for nothing. The wicked system of forced labour
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